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Anticipation/Reaction to the Mockingbird Symbolism in 

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird  
 

Before you start reading the novel, decide how strongly you agree 
or disagree with each of the following statements.  In the box 

immediately to the left of each statement (the Anticipation column), write 
“1” if you strongly agree, “2” if you somewhat agree, “3” if you 

somewhat disagree, and “4” if you strongly disagree.  Some statements can be 
interpreted in more than one way.  After you have read the novel, cover the 

Anticipation column and fill in the Reaction column.  Have your attitudes changed? 
 
 
Anticipation  Reaction 
 1.  The saying, “Sticks and stones will break my bones, but 

names will never hurt me!” is true. 
 

 2.  Since the Civil War abolished slavery, Blacks have easily 
integrated into all areas of society. 

 

 3.  When the law does not succeed in punishing criminals, 
citizens should do so. 

 

 4.  Parents shouldn’t give guns to their children. 
 

 

 5.  I would swat mosquitoes that have landed on me, but I’d 
never kill animals or other creatures that are not harming me. 

 

 6.  To kill another person is wrong. 
 

 

 7.  All people, regardless of race, gender, economic status, or 
religion, have equal rights in our courts. 

 

 8.  A person who has extraordinary skill with weapons has 
an unfair advantage over birds, animals, and other people. 

 

 9.  A person found guilty in our courts of a violent crime 
should be killed. 

 

 10. A dog with rabies should be killed. 
 

 

 11. A prison guard should kill a convict attempting to 
escape. 

 

 12. Lawyers should defend persons accused of serious crime. 
 

 

 13. A child who insults another child’s parent should be 
taught a lesson. 

 

 14. Hating someone is the wrong thing to do. 
 

 

 


