
Group 1 
Task: In your pair/group, read the following encyclopedia article and present an animated 

2-3 minute summary to the class. 
 
Ku Klux Klan 
 
Either of two distinct U.S. hate organizations that have employed terror in pursuit of their white 
supremacist agenda. One group was founded immediately after the Civil War and lasted until the 
1870s; the other began in 1915 and has continued to the present. 
 
The 19th-century Klan was originally organized as a social club by Confederate veterans in 
Pulaski, Tenn., in 1866. They apparently derived the name from the Greek word kyklos, from 
which comes the English “circle”; “Klan” was added for the sake of alliteration and Ku Klux 
Klan emerged. The organization quickly became a vehicle for Southern white underground 
resistance to Radical Reconstruction. Klan members sought the restoration of white supremacy 
through intimidation and violence aimed at the newly enfranchised black freedmen. A similar 
organization, the Knights of the White Camelia, began in Louisiana in 1867. 
 
In the summer of 1867, the Klan was structured into the “Invisible Empire of the South” at a 
convention in Nashville, Tenn., attended by delegates from former Confederate states. The group 
was presided over by a grand wizard (Confederate cavalry general Nathan Bedford Forrest is 
believed to have been the first grand wizard) and a descending hierarchy of grand dragons, grand 
titans, and grand cyclopses. Dressed in robes and sheets designed to frighten superstitious blacks 
and to prevent identification by the occupying federal troops, Klansmen whipped and killed 
freedmen and their white supporters in nighttime raids. 
 
The 19th-century Klan reached its peak between 1868 and 1870. A potent force, it was largely 
responsible for the restoration of white rule in North Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia. But 
Forrest ordered it disbanded in 1869, largely as a result of the group's excessive violence. Local 
branches remained active for a time, however, prompting Congress to pass the Force Act in 1870 
and the Ku Klux Act in 1871. 
 
These bills authorized the president to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, suppress disturbances 
by force, and impose heavy penalties upon terrorist organizations. President Grant was lax in 
utilizing this authority, although he did send federal troops to some areas, suspend habeas corpus 
in nine South Carolina counties, and appoint commissioners who arrested hundreds of 
Southerners for conspiracy. In United States v. Harris in 1882, the Supreme Court declared the 
Ku Klux Act unconstitutional, but by that time the Klan had practically disappeared. 
 
It disappeared because its original objective—the restoration of white supremacy throughout the 
South—had been largely achieved during the 1870s. The need for a secret antiblack organization 
diminished accordingly. 
 
The 20th-century Klan had its roots more directly in the American nativist tradition. It was 
organized in 1915 near Atlanta, Ga., by Colonel William J. Simmons, a preacher and promoter of 
fraterna l orders who had been inspired by Thomas Dixon's book The Clansman (1905) and D.W. 



Griffith's film The Birth of a Nation (1915). The new organization remained small until Edward 
Y. Clarke and Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler brought to it their talents as publicity agents and fund raisers. 
The revived Klan was fueled partly by patriotism and partly by a romantic nostalgia for the old 
South, but, more importantly, it expressed the defensive reaction of white Protestants in small-
town America who felt threatened by the Bolshevik revolution in Russia and by the large-scale 
immigration of the previous decades that had changed the ethnic character of American society. 
 
This second Klan peaked in the 1920s, when its membership exceeded 4,000,000 nationally, and 
profits rolled in from the sale of its memberships, regalia, costumes, publications, and rituals. A 
burning cross became the symbol of the new organization, and white-robed Klansmen 
participated in marches, parades, and nighttime cross burnings all over the country. To the old 
Klan's hostility toward blacks the new Klan—which was strong in the Midwest as well as in the 
South—added bias against Roman Catholics, Jews, foreigners, and organized labour. The Klan 
enjoyed a last spurt of growth in 1928, when Alfred E. Smith, a Catholic, received the 
Democratic presidential nomination. 
 
During the Great Depression of the 1930s the Klan's membership dropped drastically, and the 
last remnants of the organization temporarily disbanded in 1944. For the next 20 years the Klan 
was quiescent, but it had a resurgence in some Southern states during the 1960s as civil-rights 
workers attempted to force Southern communities' compliance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
There were numerous instances of bombings, whippings, and shootings in Southern 
communities, carried out in secret but apparently the work of Klansmen. President Lyndon B. 
Johnson publicly denounced the organization in a nationwide television address announcing the 
arrest of four Klansmen in connection with the slaying of a civil-rights worker, a white woman, 
in Alabama. 
 
The Klan was unable to stem the growth of a new racial tolerance in the South in the years that 
followed. Though the organization continued some of its surreptitious activities into the late 20th 
century, cases of Klan violence became more isolated, and its membership had declined to a few 
thousand. The Klan became a chronically fragmented mélange made up of several separate and 
competing groups, some of which occasionally entered into alliances with neo-Nazi and other 
right-wing extremist groups. 
 
Source: 
"Welcome to Encyclopædia Britannica's Guide to Black History." Encyclopedia - Britannica 

Online Encyclopedia. Encyclopedia Britannica. Web. 17 Aug. 2010. 
<http://search.eb.com/blackhistory/article-9046315>. 

 



Group 2 
Task: In your pair/group, read the following encyclopedia article and present an animated 

2-3 minute summary to the class. 
 
Plessy v Ferguson  

Case in which the U.S. Supreme Court, on May 18, 1896, by a seven-to-one majority 
(one justice did not participate), advanced the controversial “separate but equal” doctrine for 
assessing the constitutionality of racial segregation laws. Plessy v. Ferguson was the first major 
inquiry into the meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment's (1868) equal-protection  clause, which 
prohibits the states from denying “equal protection of the laws” to any person within their 
jurisdictions. Although the majority opinion did not contain the phrase “separate but equal,” it 
gave constitutional sanction to laws designed to achieve racial segregation by means of separate 
and supposedly equal public facilities and services for African Americans and whites. It served 
as a controlling judicial precedent until it was overturned by the Supreme Court in Brown v. 
Board of Education of Topeka (1954). 

The case originated in 1892 as a challenge to Louisiana's Separate Car Act (1890). The 
law required that all railroads operating in the state provide “equal but separate 
accommodations” for white and African American passengers and prohibited passengers from 
entering accommodations other than those to which they had been assigned on the basis of their 
race. In 1891 a group of Creole professionals in New Orleans formed the Citizens' Committee to 
Test the Constitutionality of the Separate Car Law. They hired Albion Tourgée, a 
Reconstruction-era judge and social reformer, as their legal counsel. As plaintiff in the test case 
the committee chose a person of mixed race in order to support its contention that the law could 
not be consistently applied, because it failed to define the white and “coloured” races. Homer 
Plessy, who was seven-eighths white and one-eighth African American, purchased a rail ticket 
for travel within Louisiana and took a seat in a car reserved for white passengers. (The state 
Supreme Court had ruled earlier that the law could not be applied to interstate travel.) After 
refusing to move to a car for African Americans, he was arrested and charged with violating the 
Separate Car Act. At Plessy's trial in U.S. District Court, Judge John H. Ferguson dismissed his 
contention that the act was unconstitutional. After the state Supreme Court affirmed the district 
court's ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court granted certiorari, and oral arguments were heard on April 
13, 1896. The court rendered its decision one month later, on May 18. 
 
Source: 
"Welcome to Encyclopædia Britannica's Guide to Black History." Encyclopedia - Britannica 

Online Encyclopedia. Encyclopedia Britannica. Web. 16 Aug. 2010. 
<http://search.eb.com/blackhistory/article-9389160>. 

 



Group 3 
Task: In 2-3 minutes, summarize your topic and demonstrate artwork that demonstrates 

three to four of the Jim Crow laws. 
 
Jim Crow Laws 

From the 1880s into the 1960s, a majority of American states enforced segregation 
through "Jim Crow" laws (so called after a black character in minstrel shows). From Delaware to 
California, and from North Dakota to Texas, many states (and cities, too) could impose legal 
punishments on people for consorting with members of another race. The most common types of 
laws forbade intermarriage and ordered business owners and public institutions to keep their 
black and white clientele separated. Here is a sampling of laws from various states. 

 Nurses:  No person or corporation shall require any white female nurse to nurse in wards 
or rooms in hospitals, either public or private, in which negro men are placed. Alabama 

Buses:  All passenger stations in this state operated by any motor transportation company 
shall have separate waiting rooms or space and separate ticket windows for the white and colored 
races. Alabama 

Railroads:  The conductor of each passenger train is authorized and required to assign 
each passenger to the car or the division of the car, when it is divided by a partition, designated 
for the race to which such passenger belongs. Alabama 

Restaurants:  It shall be unlawful to conduct a restaurant or other place for the serving of 
food in the city, at which white and colored people are served in the same room, unless such 
white and colored persons are effectually separated by a solid partition extending from the floor 
upward to a distance of seven feet or higher, and unless a separate entrance from the street is 
provided for each compartment. Alabama 

Pool and Billiard Rooms:  It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to play 
together or in company with each other at any game of pool or billiards. Alabama 

Toilet Facilities, Male:  Every employer of white or negro males shall provide for such 
white or negro males reasonably accessible and separate toilet facilities. Alabama 

Intermarriage: The marriage of a person of Caucasian blood with a Negro, Mongolian, 
Malay, or Hindu shall be null and void. Arizona 

Intermarriage: All marriages between a white person and a negro, or between a white 
person and a person of negro descent to the fourth generation inclusive, are hereby forever 
prohibited. Florida 

Cohabitation: Any negro man and white woman, or any white man and negro woman, 
who are not married to each other, who shall habitually live in and occupy in the nighttime the 
same room shall each be punished by imprisonment not exceeding twelve (12) months, or by fine 
not exceeding five hundred ($500.00) dollars. Florida 

Education:  The schools for white children and the schools for negro children shall be 
conducted separately. Florida 
 
Source: 
"Martin Luther King Jr National Historic Site - Jim_Crow_Laws (U.S. National Park Service)." 

U.S. National Park Service - Experience Your America. US National Park Service. Web. 
17 Aug. 2010. <http://www.nps.gov/malu/forteachers/jim_crow_laws.htm>. 



Group 4 
Task: In a two or three minute presentation, summarize the events of the Scottsboro case 

and explain the unfairness of the courts in this case. 
 
Scottsboro case 
Major U.S. civil rights controversy of the 1930s surrounding the prosecution in Scottsboro, Ala., 
of nine black youths charged with the rape of two white women. The nine, after nearly being 
lynched, were brought to trial in Scottsboro in April 1931 just three weeks after their arrest. Not 
until the first day of the trial were the defendants provided with the services of two volunteer 
lawyers. 
 
Despite testimony by doctors who had examined the women that no rape had occurred, the all-
white jury convicted the nine, and all but the youngest, who was 12 years old, were sentenced to 
death. The announcement of the verdict and sentences brought a storm of charges from outside 
the South that a gross miscarriage of justice had occur red in Scottsboro. The cause of the 
“Scottsboro Boys” was championed, and in some cases exploited, by Northern liberal and radical 
groups, notably the Communist Party of the U.S.A. 
 
In 1932 the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the convictions (Powell v. Alabama) on the grounds 
that the defendants had not received adequate legal counsel in a capital case. The state of 
Alabama then retried one of the accused and again convicted him. In a 1935 decision (Norris v. 
Alabama), the U.S. Supreme Court overturned this conviction, ruling that the state had 
systematically excluded blacks from juries. 
 
Alabama again tried and convicted another of the group, Haywood Patterson, this time 
sentencing him to 75 years in prison. Further trials of the rest of the defendants resulted in more 
reconvictions and successful appeals until, after persistent pressure from citizens' groups, the 
state freed the four youngest (who had already served six years in jail) and later paroled all but 
Patterson. Patterson escaped in 1948 and fled to Michigan, where, three years later, he was 
convicted of manslaughter in the stabbing death of another black. He died in prison. 
 
The last known surviving member of the group, Clarence Norris, who had fled North after his 
parole in 1946, was granted a full pardon by the Governor of Alabama in 1976. 
 
Source: 
"Welcome to Encyclopædia Britannica's Guide to Black History." Encyclopedia - Britannica 

Online Encyclopedia. Encyclopedia Britannica. Web. 17 Aug. 2010. 
<http://search.eb.com/blackhistory/article-9066372>. 



Group 5 
Task: In 2-3 minutes, summarize Dewey’s life and explain how he changed education in his 

day.  You may draw pictures to demonstrate your point. 
 
John Dewey 
Arguably the most influential thinker on education in the twentieth century, Dewey's 
contribution lies along several fronts. His attention to experience and reflection, to democracy 
and community, and to environments for learning have been seminal. 
 
John Dewey (1859 - 1952) has made, arguably, the most significant contribution to the 
development of educational thinking in the twentieth century. Dewey's philosophical 
pragmatism, concern with interaction, reflection and experience, and interest in community and 
democracy, were brought together to form a highly suggestive educative form. John Dewey is 
often misrepresented - and wrongly associated with child-centred education. In many respects his 
work cannot be easily slotted into any one of the curriculum traditions that have dominated north 
American and UK schooling traditions over the last century. However, John Dewey's influence 
can be seen in many of the writers that have influenced the development of informal education 
over the same period. For example, Coyle, Kolb, Lindeman and Rogers drew extensively on his 
work. 
 
John Dewey's significance for informal educators lies in a number of areas. First, his belief that 
education must engage with and enlarge experience has continued to be a significant strand in 
informal education practice. Second, and linked to this, Dewey's exploration of thinking and 
reflection - and the associated role of educators - has continued to be an inspiration. We can see 
it at work, for example, in the models developed by writers such as David Boud and Donald 
Schön. Third, his concern with interaction and environments for learning provide a continuing 
framework for practice. Last, his passion for democracy, for educating so that all may share in a 
common life, provides a strong rationale for practice in the associational settings in which 
informal educators work. 
 
Source: 
"John Dewey and Informal Education." Contents @ the Informal Education Homepage. Infed. 

Web. 17 Aug. 2010. <http://www.infed.org/thinkers/et-dewey.htm>. 
 



Group 6 
Task: Give a short summary of Churchill’s life to the class. 

 
Sir Winston Churchill 
 
Sir Winston Churchill was the eldest son of the aristocrat Lord Randolph Churchill, born on 30th 
November 1874. He is best known for his stubborness yet courageous leadership as Prime 
Minister for Great Britain when he led the British people from the brink of defeat during World 
War II. 
 
Following his graduation from the Royal Military College in Sandhurst he was commissioned in 
the Forth Hussars in February 1895.  As a war correspondent he was captured during the Boer 
War. After his escape he became a National Hero. Ten month later he was elected as a member 
of the Conservative Party. In 1904 he joined the Liberal Party where he became the president of 
the Board of Trade. 
 
Source: 
"Sir Winston Churchill - Biography." Toy Soldier Gallery - Hausser / Elastolin and Lineol. Web. 
16 Aug. 2010. <http://www.toy-soldier-gallery.com/Articles/Churchill/Churchill.html>. 



Group 7 
Task: Summarize Picasso’s life in 2-3 minutes. 

Pablo Picasso 
Pablo Ruiz Picasso (full name Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno 

María de los Remedios Cipriano de la Santísima Trinidad Clito Ruiz y Picasso) was born on the 
25th October, 1881 in Malaga in Spain. He was the first son of Jose Ruiz y Blasco and Maria 
Picasso y Lopez. His father was a painter and a professor of art at the School of Crafts and the 
curator of a local museum. Picasso learnt the basics of art from his father. Picasso also attended 
the Academy of Arts in Madrid, but dropped out within a year of joining it. 
Life History of Picasso 

He made his first trip to Paris in 1900 and loved the city. He lived with a friend Max 
Jacob who was a journalist and a poet. Max worked in the day and slept in the night, while 
Picasso slept during the day and worked during the night. Those were hard times for Picasso and 
he burned many of his paintings to keep himself warm. 

In 1901, Picasso started a magazine called ‘Arte Joven’ in Madrid with his friend Soler. 
He completely illustrated the first edition of the magazine. It was at this point that he began to 
sign his paintings as simply ‘Picasso’ rather than ‘Pablo Ruiz y Picasso’. 

While in Paris, Pablo Picasso had a propensity for entertaining and had among his friends 
people such as Andre Breton and Gertrude Stein. Picasso also had an active love life and usually 
had several mistresses along with a wife or a primary partner. 

All the paintings by Pablo Picasso are usually classified into various ‘periods’ based on 
the moods and styles of the paintings. These, in turn, were largely affected by his personal and 
love life. 

His real work and career as a painter is said to begin around 1894 with a painting called 
‘The First Communion’ which showed his sister Lola, and the more famous painting by Pablo 
Picasso called ‘Portrait of Aunt Pepa’. In 1897, his realistic style of painting became influenced 
by Symbolism and came across in a series of landscapes where he used violet and green tones in 
the colors. 

From 1899 to 1900 was a period where Picasso was creating paintings in a Modernis t 
style which emerged due to his influence and exposure to the works of Rossetti, Edward Munch 
etc. 

1901 to 1904 is called Picasso’s Blue Period because many of his paintings in that time 
were in the shades of blue and blue-green. The subjects of these paintings were prostitutes and 
beggars. Some of the famous paintings by Pablo Picasso during this period were ‘La Vie’, ‘The 
Blindman’s Meal’ and a portrait called ‘Celestina’. An etching called the ‘Frugal Repast’ also 
reflected his somber mood of the time. Blindness and destitution were an integral part of this 
theme of paintings. It was also during this time, that he began using the image of a harlequin, in 
checkered clothing, as his personal motif in his paintings. 

1905 to 1907 is called Picasso’s Rose Period where his paintings became cheerful with 
the use of orange and pink colors. There were many harlequins also featured. 

1907 to 1909 is called his African Influenced Period where his drawings were inspired by 
African artifacts. A good example of this period is his painting titled ‘Les Demoiselles 
d’Avignon’. 

 



1909 to 1912 is called Picasso’s Analytic Cubism Period. This style of painting was 
developed along with Georges Braque and was characterized by the use of monochrome brown 
colors. He took the objects apart and analyzed them within the medium of his paintings. 

1912 to 1919 is called Picasso’s Synthetic Cubism Period where he began to use collage 
in his art. He would add paper fragments of wallpaper or newspaper pages and paste them into 
his work. 

During the 1930s he returned to a more neo-classical style of painting. Another major 
change was the use of the Minotaur as his motif, rather than the harlequin in his paintings. His 
famous painting called ‘Guernica’ depicted the brutalities, and the hopelessness induced by war. 

In the 1950s he started reinterpreting the works of great masters, including Velazquez, 
Goya, Manet and Delacroix. 

In 1967, the Chicago Picasso was unveiled. A huge 50 foot sculpture made on abstract 
themes defies interpretation. It could be a woman, or a bird or a horse or quite simply anything. 
Picasso did not take the $100,000 payment offered for it, but donated it all to the people of the 
city. 

From 1968 to 1971 he produced several paintings and copperplate etchings in the style 
now known as neo-expressionism. When these paintings were made, they were dismissed by 
critics as being the ‘pornographic fantasies of an old man’ and the ‘incoherent scribblings of a 
frenetic old man’. 
Love Life of Picasso 

Along with his art, Picasso’s love life was also always a center of attraction for his fans. 
In 1904, Picasso began a relationship with Fernande Olivier who appears in some of his 

Rose Period Paintings. 
Picasso left her for Marcelle Humbert, who he used to call Eva, and declarations of his 

love for her are seen in his Cubist paintings. 
In 1918, Picasso married Olga Khokhlova who was a ballerina in Sergei Diaghilev’s 

troupe. Picasso was designing a ballet for him called ‘Parade’ in Rome. She was fond of high 
society life and introduced Picasso to it. They had one son, called Paulo. Her socializing and 
Picasso’s bohemian lifestyle clashed often and their marriage was not successful. They separated 
when Picasso began a secret affair with 17 year old Marie-Therese Walter. Since the French Law 
required that Picasso give half of his property to Khokhlova upon divorcing her, and since 
Picasso did not want her to have half of his wealth, they never divorced, but remained separated 
till she died in 1955. 

Picasso continued his affair with Maria-Therese for a long time, and even had a daughter 
called Maia with her. She lived in the hope that he would marry her some day, which Picasso 
never did. Four years after Picasso’s death, Maria-Therese hanged herself.Photographer and 
painter Dora Maar was also a constant companion and a lover of Picasso during the 1930s and 
early 1940s. She even documented the painting of the ‘Guernica’. 

In 1944, Picasso began an affair with a young art student called Francoise Gilot. They 
had two children, Claude and Paloma. She was the first woman in Picasso’s life who left him 
because of his many infidelities. This was in 1953. Picasso was greatly disturbed by this. He was 
in his 70s now and began to see his old age from a very depressing point of view. 

He had a six week long affair with a beautiful and young girl called Genevieve Laporte, 
probably on the rebound. 



Then he met Jacqueline Roque who worked at Madoura Pottery where Picasso made and 
painted ceramic art. They were together till Picasso’s death. They married in 1961 so that 
Picasso could take revenge on Gilot. 

Gilot, with Picasso’s encouragement, filed divorce with her husband and then was going 
to marry Picasso in order to legitimize the status of her two children and secure their rights. But 
when Gilot filed the divorce papers, he went ahead and secretly married Roque to foil her 
attempts and thus got revenge for her leaving him. 
Death of Picasso 

Pablo Picasso died on the 8th of April, 1973 while he and his wife Jacqueline were 
entertaining friends for dinner. His last words were: ‘Drink to me, drink to my health, you know 
I can’t drink anymore.’  

 
Source: 
Ghare, Madhavi. "Pablo Picasso Biography." Buzzle Web Portal: Intelligent Life on the Web. 

Web. 16 Aug. 2010. <http://www.buzzle.com/articles/pablo-picasso-biography.html>. 
 



Group 8 
Task: Summarize FDR’s life and explain how he impacted the Great Depression.  Also, 

explain what personal challenges he overcame in office. 
 
Franklin D. Roosevelt  

 Assuming the Presidency at the depth of the Great Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
helped the American people regain faith in themselves. He brought hope as he promised prompt, 
vigorous action, and asserted in his Inaugural Address, "the only thing we have to fear is fear 
itself." 

Born in 1882 at Hyde Park, New York--now a national historic site--he attended Harvard 
University and Columbia Law School. On St. Patrick's Day, 1905, he married Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Following the example of his fifth cousin, President Theodore Roosevelt, whom he 
greatly admired, Franklin D. Roosevelt entered public service through politics, but as a 
Democrat. He won election to the New York Senate in 1910. President Wilson appointed him 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and he was the Democratic nominee for Vice President in 1920. 

In the summer of 1921, when he was 39, disaster hit-he was stricken with poliomyelitis. 
Demonstrating indomitable courage, he fought to regain the use of his legs, particularly through 
swimming. At the 1924 Democratic Convention he dramatically appeared on crutches to 
nominate Alfred E. Smith as "the Happy Warrior." In 1928 Roosevelt became Governor of New 
York. 

He was elected President in November 1932, to the first of four terms. By March there 
were 13,000,000 unemployed, and almost every bank was closed. In his first "hundred days," he 
proposed, and Congress enacted, a sweeping program to bring recovery to business and 
agriculture, relief to the unemployed and to those in danger of losing farms and homes, and 
reform, especially through the establishment of the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

By 1935 the Nation had achieved some measure of recovery, but businessmen and 
bankers were turning more and more against Roosevelt's New Deal program. They feared his 
experiments, were appalled because he had taken the Nation off the gold standard and allowed 
deficits in the budget, and disliked the concessions to labor. Roosevelt responded with a new 
program of reform: Social Security, heavier taxes on the wealthy, new controls over banks and 
public utilities, and an enormous work relief program for the unemployed. 

In 1936 he was re-elected by a top-heavy margin. Feeling he was armed with a popular 
mandate, he sought legislation to enlarge the Supreme Court, which had been invalidating key 
New Deal measures. Roosevelt lost the Supreme Court battle, but a revolution in constitutional 
law took place. Thereafter the Government could legally regulate the economy. 

Roosevelt had pledged the United States to the "good neighbor" policy, transforming the 
Monroe Doctrine from a unilateral American manifesto into arrangements for mutual action 
against aggressors. He also sought through neutrality legislation to keep the United States out of 
the war in Europe, yet at the same time to strengthen nations threatened or attacked. When 
France fell and England came under siege in 1940, he began to send Great Britain all possible aid 
short of actual military involvement. 

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Roosevelt directed 
organization of the Nation's manpower and resources for global war. 

Feeling that the future peace of the world would depend upon relations between the 
United States and Russia, he devoted much thought to the planning of a United Nations, in 
which, he hoped, international difficulties could be settled. 



As the war drew to a close, Roosevelt's health deteriorated, and on April 12, 1945, while 
at Warm Springs, Georgia, he died of a cerebral hemorrhage.  
 
Source: 
"Franklin D. Roosevelt." The White House. The White House. Web. 17 Aug. 2010. 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/franklindroosevelt/>. 



Group 9 
Task: Summarize the Great Depression and The New Deal.  Tell the class how the US and 

the world were impacted. 

The Great Depression 

The stock market crash of 1929 caused soup lines to become the order of the day for the skilled 
and unskilled alike in urban areas across the nation. African Americans in both cities and rural 
areas, many already living in poverty, suffered greatly from the economic depression. When 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected in 1932, he promised a "new deal" for all Americans that 
would provide them with security from "the cradle to the grave." Although there were many 
inequities in the New Deal housing, agricultural and economic programs, blacks had 
opportunities to obtain employment, some in areas previously closed to them. Black writers, for 
example, participated in the New Deal's writing projects, while other black Americans 
interviewed former slaves for the Works Project Administration (WPA). These New Deal 
programs generated numerous documents that found their way to the Library's collections.  

The New Deal programs did not end the Depression. It was the growing storm clouds in Europe, 
American aid to the Allies, and ultimately, U.S. entry into World War II after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor that revitalized the nation's economy. Remembering their experiences in World 
War I, African American soldiers and civilians were increasingly unwilling to quietly accept a 
segregated army or the discriminatory conditions they had previously endured. Northern black 
troops sent to the South for training often had violent encounters with white citizens there. 
Black-owned newspapers protested segregation, mistreatment, and discrimination. Labor leader 
A. Philip Randolph threatened a march on Washington, D.C. by hundreds of thousands of blacks 
in 1941 to protest job discrimination in defense industries and the military. To avoid this protest, 
President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802, reaffirming the "policy of full participation in 
the defense program by all persons, regardless of race, creed, color, or national origin."  

Source: 
"African American Odyssey: The Depression, The New Deal, and World War II (Part 1)." 

American Memory from the Library of Congress - Home Page. Web. 16 Aug. 2010. 
<http://memory. loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart8.html>. 



Group 10 
Task: Summarize the League of Nations and explain to the class why the organization was 

not a success. 
 

The organization of the League of Nations 
 
The League of Nations was to be based in Geneva, Switzerland. This choice was natural 

as Switzerland was a neutral country and had not fought in World War One. No one could 
dispute this choice especially as an international organisation such as the Red Cross was already 
based in Switzerland. 

If a dispute did occur, the League, under its Covenant, could do three things - these were 
known as its sanctions: 

It could call on the states in dispute to sit down and discuss the problem in an orderly and 
peaceful manner. This would be done in the League’s Assembly - which was essentially the 
League’s parliament which would listen to disputes and come to a decision on how to proceed. If 
one nation was seen to be the offender, the League could introduce verbal sanctions - warning an 
aggressor nation that she would need to leave another nation's territory or face the consequences. 

If the states in dispute failed to listen to the Assembly’s decision, the League could 
introduce economic sanctions. This would be arranged by the League’s Council. The purpose of 
this sanction was to financially hit the aggressor nation so that she would have to do as the 
League required. The logic behind it was to push an aggressor nation towards bankruptcy, so that 
the people in that state would take out their anger on their government forcing them to accept the 
League’s decision. The League could order League members not to do any trade with an 
aggressor nation in an effort to bring that aggressor nation to heel. 

if this failed, the League could introduce physical sanctions. This meant that military 
force would be used to put into place the League’s decision. However, the League did not have a 
military force at its disposal and no member of the League had to provide one under the terms of 
joining - unlike the current United Nations. Therefore, it could not carry out any threats and any 
country defying its authority would have been very aware of this weakness. The only two 
countries in the League that could have provided any military might were Britain and France and 
both had been severely depleted strength-wise in World War One and could not provide the 
League with the backing it needed. Also both Britain and France were not in a position to use 
their finances to pay for an expanded army as both were financially hit very hard by World War 
One. 

The League also had other weaknesses : 
The country, whose president, Woodrow Wilson, had dreamt up the idea of the League - 

America - refused to join it. As America was the world’s most powerful nation, this was a 
serious blow to the prestige of the League. However, America’s refusal to join the League, fitted 
in with her desire to have an isolationist policy throughout the world. 

Germany was not allowed to join the League in 1919. As Germany had started the war, 
according to the Treaty of Versailles, one of her punishments was that she was no t considered to 
be a member of the international community and, therefore, she was not invited to join. This was 
a great blow to Germany but it also meant that the League could not use whatever strength 
Germany had to support its campaign against aggressor nations. 



Russia was also not allowed to join as in 1917, she had a communist government that 
generated fear in western Europe, and in 1918, the Russian royal family - the Romanovs - was 
murdered. Such a country could not be allowed to take its place in the League. 

Therefore, three of the world’s most powerful nations (potentially for Russia and 
Germany) played no part in supporting the League. The two most powerful members were 
Britain and France - both had suffered financially and militarily during the war - and neither was 
enthusiastic to get involved in disputes that did not affect western Europe. 

Therefore, the League had a fine ideal - to end war for good. However, if an aggressor 
nation was determined enough to ignore the League’s verbal warnings, all the League could do 
was enforce economic sanctions and hope that these worked as it had no chance or enforcing its 
decisions using military might. 

The successes of the League of Nations  
In view of the League’s desire to end war, the only criteria that can be used to classify a 

success, was whether war was avoided and a peaceful settlement formulated after a crisis 
between two nations. 

The League experienced success in: 
Turkey (1923) 

The League failed to stop a bloody war in Turkey (see League failures) but it did respond 
to the humanitarian crisis caused by this war. 

1,400,000 refugees had been created by this war with 80% of them being women and 
children. Typhoid and cholera were rampant. The League sent doctors from the Health 
Organisation to check the spread of disease and it spent £10 million on building farms, homes etc 
for the refugees. Money was also invested in seeds, wells and digging tools and by 1926, work 
was found for 600,000 people. 

A member of the League called this work "the greatest work of mercy which mankind 
has undertaken." 

Greece and Bulgaria (1925) 
Both these nations have a common border. In 1925, sentries patrolling this border fired 

on one another and a Greek soldier was killed. The Greek army invaded Bulgaria as a result. The 
Bulgarians asked the League for help and the League ordered both armies to stop fighting and 
that the Greeks should pull out of Bulgaria. The League then sent experts to the area and decided 
that Greece was to blame and fined her £45,000. Both nations accepted the decision. 

The failures of the League of Nations  
Article 11 of the League’s Covenant stated: 
"Any war of threat of war is a matter of concern to the whole League and the League 

shall take action that may safe guard peace." 
Therefore, any conflict between nations which ended in war and the victor of one over 

the other must be considered a League failure. 
Italy (1919) 

In 1919, Italian nationalists, angered that the "Big Three" had, in their opinion, broken 
promises to Italy at the Treaty of Versailles, captured the small port of Fiume. This port had been 
given to Yugoslavia by the Treaty of Versailles. For 15 months, Fiume was governed by an 
Italian nationalist called d’Annunzio. The newly created League did nothing. The situation was 
solved by the Italian government who could not accept that d’Annunzio was seemingly more 
popular than they were – so they bombarded the port of Fiume and enforced a surrender. In all 



this the League played no part despite the fact that it had just been set up with the specific task of 
maintaining peace. 

War between Russia and Poland (1920 to 1921) 
In 1920, Poland invaded land held by the Russians. The Poles quickly overwhelmed the 

Russian army and made a swift advance into Russia. By 1921, the Russians had no choice but to 
sign the Treaty of Riga which handed over to Poland nearly 80,000 square kilometres of Russian 
land. This one treaty all but doubled the size of Poland. 

What did the League do about this violation of another country by Poland? 
The answer is simple – nothing. Russia by 1919 was communist and this "plague from 

the East" was greatly feared by the West. In fact, Britain, France and America sent troops to 
attack Russia after the League had been set up. Winston Churchill, the British War Minister, 
stated openly that the plan was to strangle Communist Russia at birth. Once again, to outsiders, it 
seemed as if League members were selecting which countries were acceptable and ones which 
were not. The Allied invasion of Russia was a failure and it only served to make Communist 
Russia even more antagonistic to the West. 

Italy and Albania (1923) 
The border between Italy and Albania was far from clear and the Treaty of Versailles had 

never really addressed this issue. It was a constant source of irritation between both nations. 
In 1923, a mixed nationality survey team was sent out to settle the issue. Whilst travelling 

to the disputed area, the Italian section of the survey team, became separated from the main 
party. The five Italians were shot by gunmen who had been in hiding. 

Italy accused Greece of planning the whole incident and demanded payment of a large 
fine. Greece refused to pay up. In response, the Italians sent its navy to the Greek island of Corfu 
and bombarded the coastline. Greece appealed to the League for help but Italy, lead by Benito 
Mussolini, persuaded the League via the Conference of Ambassadors, to fine Greece 50 million 
lire.  

To follow up this success, Mussolini invited the Yugoslavian government to discuss 
ownership of Fiume. The Treaty of Versailles had given Fiume to Yugoslavia but with the 
evidence of a bombarded Corfu, the Yugoslavs handed over the port to Italy with little argument   

 
Source: 
"League of Nations." History Learning Site. Web. 17 Aug. 2010. 

<http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/leagueofnations.htm>.



 


