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A SYMBOL 

 If an item in a story is used or 

referenced repeatedly and 

begins to carry multiple layers of 

meaning, it may be significant 

enough to call a symbol. 



SYMBOLS 

Examples:  

Yoy windmill 

Rose 

River  



SYMBOLS 

 Some symbols are universal, 

like water for cleansing, but 

others are more culturally 

based. 

 In some African societies, for 

example, a black cat is seen 

as good luck. 



Pick one of these abstract words and 
write it down in your notes. 

 Love  

 Hope 

 Regret 

 Faith 

 Treachery 

 Compassion 

 Desire 

Think of TWO symbols that a writer 
might use to capture the principle in a 
story. 
 Love: a son staying in the hospital, missing work, and 

comforting his dying father. 



Symbolism 

 Symbols can carry multiple 
meanings in a story.   
 A single lamp, if worked into the 

story’s setting and plot 
appropriately, might signify 
knowledge, personal warmth, 
and hope all at once. 

 The lamp should function 
literally as a lamp 

 The multiple layering of 
meanings is what gives many 
symbols their artistic power.  



Pick one of these items and write down 
three different meanings or functions that 
is might carry in a story. 

 A pair of worn shoes 

 A kite 

 A pet rabbit 

 A piano 

 A hotrod 

 A tube of red lipstick 

 A fountain 

 A rose 



Death and the Miser 

 Like a work of literature, a work 
of art can have more than one 
interpretation. 

 The ideal interpretation is one 
that can be supported and 
explained with specific evidence 
from within the work itself.   

 What symbols do you see in this 
image? Hieronymous Bosch 



Miser 

 A greedy person 

 Lives meagerly to hoard money 

 This person who is reluctant to spend 

money, sometimes to the point of 

forgoing even basic comforts. 



Painted in 1845  

by Hieronymus Bosch 

Death and the Miser 

 

Angel: Christianity/Catholicism 

Skeleton: death/afterlife 

Person at foot of bed: miser’s 
youth; miserly ways; putting 
coins in a box 

Box: things he leaves behind 



Tone 
…to support the author’s purpose 



TONE 
TONE is simply the author’s attitude toward 

the subject.   
Recognized by language/word choices the 

author uses.  
Language reveals perspective and opinion 

(that is, whether it is positive or negative) 
Tone must be inferred through the use of 

descriptive words. 



Tone Example  
   The girls were playing in the pond, splashing each other 

and trying to catch fish with their hands. They were having 
fun, but kept looking over their shoulders at the looming 
forest. The long grass of the field kept moving and they sort of 
felt like they were being watched… About a half hour passed 
and still the girls kept checking the field for movements. It 
seemed like a pair of dark eyes was on them. They even 
considered going back inside, but that would mean homework 
time. So they continued splashing, but with caution now. Their 
eyes hardly left the field. 

 

  The tone of this passage is ominous, suggesting a little 
bit of fear or foreboding.  Words like "caution, dark, and 
looming“ lead readers to the tone.  



TONE EXAMPLE 
  Finally, one of the girls pointed to the grass and 

giggled. "Meow!" A cat sat on the edge of the field 
and licked its paw. They did indeed have company. 
The girls ran over to the cat and pet his belly. They 
laughed and the cat sauntered back to the field.  

 
  The tone of this passage is happy/contentment 

as there was a successful, happy resolution to the 
problem. 
 



TONE 

Identifying the TONE is all about knowing the 

definitions of many descriptive vocabulary 

words.  Without this large vocabulary, it’s 

difficult to describe outside of “good” and 

“bad.” 



TONE 
Use words like these instead of “nice” or “mean” 

 Bitter 

 Serious 

 Witty 

 Playful 

 Tender 

 Sympathetic 

 Haunting 

 Mysterious 

 Suspenseful 

 Tasteful/distasteful 

 Nonchalant 

 Angry  

 Attached/Detached 

 Innocent 

 Poignant 

 Compassionate 

 Humorous 

 Gore-y 

 



Tone: “A Gift in His Shoes” 
  Donovan and Larry were early for baseball 

practice.  They decided to run up and down the 
bleachers to exercise before the rest of the team 
arrived. 

  Larry was first to the top.  He whispered to 
Donovan, “Look over there.”  He pointed to a man 
sleeping on the highest, narrow bench of the 
bleachers.  His pants and shirt were faded, worn, and 
too large for his thin frame.  One big toe stuck out of a 
huge hole in his sock.  His scraped-up shoes sat a few 
feet away. 

  Donovan whispered, “We should help him out.  
Let’s hide something good in his shoes.  Then, when 
he wakes up, he will have a nice surprise.” 


