
Honors English 10: Summer Reading Assignment 2011 
 

Welcome to Honors English 10! This year’s summer reading assignment will be Ray Bradbury’s 

Fahrenheit 451. 

Be prepared to discuss and then write an essay when you return in the fall. You will also be 

taking a comprehension test over the novel the second day of school. The essay will be written 

during that first week of school, so make sure you are prepared.  

As you read the book over the summer, consider the following issues, ideas, literary techniques, 

themes, and symbols. Take notes over these as you read; you may need to go online to research 

any information you don’t understand.  You will be given a grade for your notes; notes should be 

on a separate sheet of paper and should be at least two pages long. 

Issues:  

 The importance of literature  

 The danger of placing importance on 

mindless entertainment to the detriment 

or exclusion of family, relationships, or 

individual thought  

 

 

 A government’s use of propaganda and a 

society’s willingness to believe it because it is 

easier or “nicer” than the truth  

 The role censorship can play in the spread of 

propaganda  

 Book burning in contemporary times

Ideas:  

 Plato’s Allegory of the Cave. This novel is an allegory of the most famous chapter of 

Plato’s The Republic. Read about it here (just the first two sections): 

http://www.sparknotes.com/philosophy/republic/section7.rhtml . 

 Read the poem “Dover Beach” by Matthew Arnold. Google it! Be ready to make an 

intelligent argument explaining why Montag reads that poem to Mildred and her friends. 

Note: If you have trouble understanding/analyzing either the allegory or the poem, it is your 

responsibility to be resourceful (internet, books, etc.) to find out why these two pieces are 

relevant to the themes in the novel. Take copious notes! 

Literary Techniques:  

 Allegory  

 Paradox  

 Apocalyptic literature (as applied to the ending)  

 Animal and nature imagery 

Literary Themes:  

 The individual vs. society 

 Symbols and Motifs:  

 Blood Hands  

 “The Hearth and the Salamander”  

 The Phoenix Mirrors  

 Violence and destruction  

 The garden and the gardener 

REMINDER: The following things will be graded/collected during the first week of school:  

 Notes (day 1)  

 Comprehension test (day 2)  

 Essay over novel/ideas (assigned day 2/3 and due the following week) 

 Class-wide discussion (day 4) 

 

For questions, please see www.evansenclave.wordpress.com/honors-2-summer-reading and 

submit any questions.   
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